Abstract 


A software architecture for managing switch connections in a 
communications system is described. The management architecture of this 
invention introduces an abstraction layer that hides hardware specific information 
from the core switch connection management and higher-level applications. This 
reduces or eliminates the dependency of the software on the hardware, and enables 
other applications such as simulation, test and diagnostics, switch fabric 
maintenance, and performance measurement or management on the same 
software. 


